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BETHLEHEM DUKING- THE EEYOLTJTIOK 

Extracts from the Diaries in the Moravian Archives at 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

by john w. jordan. 
(Concluded from Vol. XII. page 406.) 

September 22. — Throughout the day more sick and 
wounded arrived, which filled up the [Brethren's] House. 
John Hancock and Samuel Adams, with other Delegates 
arrived, making sixteen in all here to-day. As the surgeons 
desired an additional huilding for the sick, and suggested 
the Sisters' or Widows' Houses 1 as the most suitable; Bro. 
Ettwein, while conducting a party of the Delegates through 
the former, where they had been entertained with singing 
and playing on the organ, took occasion to represent the dis- 
tress an ejectment from their homes would cause the inmates. 
He was listened to respectfully and a promise at once given 
him, that their houses should be held sacred. On returning 
to the Tavern, Henry Laurens directed Bichard Henry 
Lee to issue the following order, which was signed by all 
the Delegates present : 

Bethlehem, September 22, 1777. 

Having here observed a diligent attention to the sick and 
wounded, and a benevolent desire to make the necessary 
provision for the relief of the distressed as far as the power 
of the Brethren enable them, — 

1 The Widows' House, as its name imports, was erected to accommodate 
the widows of the congregation, where they found the comforts of a re- 
tired home at rates proportioned to their means. It stands on the south 
side of Church Street, opposite the Sisters' House, and was erected in 
1768, and enlarged in 1794. The " Widows' Society" was organized in 
1771. A few years since this building was purchased, liberally endowed, 
and presented to the society. 
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We desire that all Continental officers may refrain from 
disturbing the persons or property of the Moravians in 
Bethlehem ; and, particularly, that they do not disturb or 
molest the houses where the women are assembled. 

Given under our hands at the place & time above men- 
tioned. 

John Hancock, Eliphalet Dyer, Henry Laurens, 
Samuel Adams, Henry Marchant, Benjamin Harrison, 
James Duane, William Duer, Joseph Jones, 

Nathan Brownson, Cornelius Harnett, John Adams, 
Nathaniel Folsom, Richard Henry Lee, "William Williams, 
Richard Law, 

Delegates to Congress. 

There was constant talk of Congress holding its sessions 
here. In the evening arrived 50 troopers and 50 infantry, 
with the archives and other papers of Congress, from Tren- 
ton via Easton. 

September 23. — Many of the Delegates attended the chil- 
dren's meeting in the chapel. After the service John Han- 
cock took up the Text Book 1 which was on the table and 
with several others examined its contents, when Bro. Ettwein 
offered to explain its design and use, at the same time reading 
that portion for the day : " Whoever is not against us, is for 
us." To this Samuel Adams remarked : " St. Paul says, ' If 
any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anath- 
ema.' " During their sojourn, the Delegates spoke in high 
terms of Bethlehem. Those from New England especially, 
were delighted with our institutions, and the neatness preva- 
lent in the town, promising to exert their influence for the 
speedy removal of the Hospital and the British prisoners, 
provided we would consent to their making Bethlehem their 

1 Since the year 1731 the Moravian Church has published a "Text- 
Book," containing two texts of Scripture for every day of the year, de- 
signed to be read by the heads of families in the morning, as affording 
matter for religious meditation throughout the day. In addition to these 
texts a few lines from a hymn are given. This manual is printed in 
English, German, Bohemian, French, Dutch, Swedish, Danish, Esqui- 
maux, and Negro-English (used in Surinam, S. A.) languages. 
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headquarters during the war. 1 It was by much persuasion, 
only, that we induced them to abandon that idea, setting be- 
fore them the ruinous consequences to our Society, which 
would inevitably result from such a measure. Not only were 
they satisfied with our argument, but generously ordered the 
removal of the laboratory, just set up in one of our work- 
shops for the manufacture of cartridges, to Allentown, and 
the early transfer of the Highlanders to Lancaster. 

September 24. — The whole of the heavy baggage of the 
army, in a continuous train of 700 wagons, direct from 
camp, arrived under escort of 200 men, commanded by Col. 
[William] Polk, 2 of North Carolina. They encamped on 
the south side of the Lehigh, and in one night destroyed all 
our buckwheat and the fences around the fields. 3 The 

1 As late as 1780 the proposition to make Bethlehem the seat of gov- 
ernment was entertained by a number of delegates to Congress. See 
Penna. Mag., Vol. IT. p. 153. 

• See Lossing's " Field-Book of the Eevolution," Vol. II. p. 496, for 
biographical sketch and portrait. 

s Bethlehem, March 1, 1778. 
Account of the damages done by the troops and horses belonging to 
the army of the United States who escorted, brought and attended the 
Baggage of the army to this place, and encamped here from Septem- 
ber 1777, to Febr'y. 1778. 

To 15,600 Fence Bails, 4500 stakes @ $6. per c. . £450. 

" 1,500 do. belonging to single women & widows, 

15*. per c 33.15. 

" 200 Chestnut Posts, 1/6 15. 

" 22 Acres Buckwheat, entirely ruined, @ 20 bush, per 

acre @ 5/ per bush 110. 

" 4 Acres Indian Corn @ 35 bush, per acre, 7/6 per bush. 52.10. 

" 6 " Turnips @ 100 bush, per acre, 3/8 per bush. . 105. 

1 " Cabbage @ 4000 heads, /2 . . . . 33. 8 
" A crop of Flax laid out in the pasture which could not be 
taken away before the baggage came & was totally 
destroyed being 100 bundles spread for dew rotting, @ 

3/9 18.15. 

" 6 Tons Hay @ M 36. 

" 594J Cords of Wood, which upon the lowest computation, 
the waggoners and troops belonging to the Baggage as 
well as part of the hospital had taken from Bethlehem 
land, @ 30/ per cord 891.15. 
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wagons after unloading, return to Trenton for more stores. 
Among the things brought here were the church hells from 
Philadelphia, and the wagon in which was loaded the State 
House bell, broke down in the street, and had to be 
unloaded. 1 

September 25. — The Highland prisoners with their guard 
left for Reading on their way to Lancaster, and from thence 
are to be taken to West Virginia. No sooner were their old 
quarters cleared than the Doctors of the Hospital took it 
for their store. We heard that Philadelphia had been oc- 
cupied by the British, and that the army was expected here, 
for Baron de Kalb with a corps of French engineers has 
commenced to survey the heights in and around the town. 
Col. Polk has received orders to hold himself in readiness 
to cross the river and occupy the southern acclivity of the 
town. 

September 26. — To this date some 900 wagons, with muni- 
tions of war have arrived, and been parked behind the 
Tavern, in the fields towards Nain. 2 With them came a 
crowd of low women and thieves, so that we had to main- 
tain a watch at the Tavern. No services could be held of 
late — it is a time of confusion ! We learned from oflicers 
just from the Army, that camp had been broken in Palck- 
ner's Swamp, 3 and that the troops instead of coming here, 
were moving to Germantown. A beginning was made in 
the removal of the powder magazine. 

September 27. — Bethlehem swarms with oflicers! We 
heard heavy cannonading. 

September 28 (Sunday). — Many oflicers attended church. 
The houses of our members were forcibly taken for storing 
regimental baggage. 

October 4. — Loud cannonading was heard in the distance 
to-day. 

1 The bells were subsequently taken to Allentown. 

* The seat of a Moravian Indian mission (two miles from Bethlehem, 
in Hanover township, Lehigh County), between 1758-1765. 

* Included in Hanover and Frederick townships, Montgomery County, 
and named for Daniel Falckner, who settled there in 1700. 
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October 5. — News was received that a battle had been 
fought at Germantown. 

October 7. — Yesterday and today many wounded were 
brought hither. Bro. Ettwein accompanied Gen. [William] 

Woodford, and Colonels [John] Banister and Elliot, of 

Virginia, to Nazareth and Christian's Spring, apparently 
objects of interest to those visiting here. 

October 14. — Orders were received for the collection of 
clothing for the soldiers in the army, 1 and Gen. Woodford 
kindly protected us from lawless pillage. We made several 
collections of blankets for the destitute soldiers, also shoes, 
stockings, and breeches for the convalescents in the Hos- 
pital, many of whom had come here attired in rags swarm- 
ing with vermin, while others during their stay had been 
deprived of their all by their comrades. 

October 18. — The French Marquis de La Payette left us 
to-day for the army, in company with Gen. Woodford. We 
found him a very intelligent and pleasant young man. He 
occupied much of his time in reading, and, among other 
matter read an English translation of the History of the 
Greenland Mission. 2 With the accounts given by the mis- 

1 To Col. John Siegfried. 
Sib,— 

By virtue of the power & authority given me by the Honourable Con- 
gress, I hereby request and authorize you to appoint such & so many 
persons as you shall see fit to collect for the use of the Continental Army, 
all such blankets, shoes, stockings, and other articles of clothing as can 
possibly be spared from the inhabitants in your section of the country, 
giving receipts therefor, to be paid by the Clothier General. Obtaining 
these things from the Quakers & disaffected inhabitants is recommended, 
but at all events to get them. Given under my hand & seal, Philadel- 
phia County, 6 October, 1777. 

Geokge Washington. 

* " The History of Greenland : Containing a description of the Coun- 
try, and its inhabitants : and particularly a relation of the Mission, car- 
ried on for above these thirty years by the TJnitas Fratrum, at New 
Herrnhut and Lichtenfels, in that Country. By David Crantz. Trans- 
lated from the High Dutch, and illustrated with maps and other Copper- 
plates." 2 vols. London, 1767. The translation was made by Bev. 
Samuel Parminter. 
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sionaries lie expressed himself highly pleased, pronouncing 
some of their descriptions pompeux, and their narrative of 
facts simple and truthful. Before bidding us adieu, he re- 
quested to be shown through the Sisters' House, a request 
which we were pleased to grant, and his admiration of the 
institution was unbounded. 1 

October 22. — A number of wagons with sick from the 
army arrived, but as no accommodation could be furnished, 
they were forwarded to Easton. Upwards of 400 are at 
present in the Brethren's House alone, and 50 in tents in 
the garden back. The Surgeons refuse to receive any more 
into the large building. 

October 24. — Heavy and uninterrupted cannonading was 
heard from early in the morning until noon, when after a 
thundering report and concussion it ceased. 

October 25. — This morning the camp of 100 tents, which 
had been put up in the fields behind the Tavern, were, 
owing to their exposed position, removed to the lowlands 
for better shelter. News reached us of Burgoyne's surren- 
der to Gen. Gates. 

October 28. — Commissary General James came with an 
order from Dr. [Benjamin] Rush, that owing to the rainy 
weather, 100 sick would be compelled to occupy the kitchen 
and cellar of the Brethren's House, until the weather would 
allow of their being transported to Bristol. They were, 
however, satisfied with the garret. 2 

1 When La Fayette revisited the United States in 1824-25, Mrs. Beckel 
and her daughter Liesel were still living, and at a social gathering in 
the Widows' House, the former remarked: "When the Marquis lay 
wounded in our house, there was no such fuss made with him !" Tra- 
dition says that quite an attachment was formed between the dashing 
young Marquis and the pretty Moravian Sister ; and a chronicler of the 
town states : " That the Marquis could not have failed impressing the 
sisterhood." Pretty Liesel Beckel died a spinster about 1831. 

1 Dr. Shippen, under date, Bethlehem, November 12, 1777, wrote to 
Congress : " The pressing necessity of the Hospitals which begin to feel 
the effects of cold and dirt (I foretold in my last to the Medical Com- 
mittee) calls on me to address you in a serious manner and urge you to 
furnish us with immediate supply of clothing requisite for the very ex- 
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October 30. — Saw the sun once again, after being hid six 
days. 

November 2. — John Hancock passed through on his way 
from York to Boston. He was escorted hence by a troop 
of fifteen horsemen, who had awaited his arrival. From 
him we learned that our friend Henry Laurens had been 
chosen President of the Congress. 

November 3. — Bro. Ettwein was requested to visit a sick 
and dying man in the Hospital, Robert Lepus, from Mary- 
land. It was an affecting interview, and impressive to the 
spectators. Robert Gillespie, the Hospital Steward, noted 
for his daring and hardiness, was much moved on the oc- 
casion, and, what is remarkable, was taken with the camp- 
fever the same day. 

November 11. — Doctor Aquila Wilmot, 1 of the Hospital 
staff, died, and pursuant to his request, made on his death- 
bed, was interred in our grave-yard; thus beginning the 
long projected " Stranger's Row." 2 

November 13. — Tbe Hospital officers erected a wooden 
building, 50 feet long, for a kitchen on the line of the upper 
garden fence. 

November 14. — Hospital Steward, Robert Gillespie, 3 died, 
and was buried in Stranger's Row. 

November 21. — Bro. Ettwein, on his visit to the Hospital, 
found a Narragansett Indian in great distress about his soul, 
at the near approach of death. 

November 27. — This evening a remarkably brilliant aurora 
arose in the northwestern sky, and gradually moved towards 

istence of the sick now in the greatest distress in the Hospitals, and in- 
dispensably necessary to enable many, who are now well, and detained 
solely for want of clothing to return to the field.'' 

1 He was born in Baltimore County, Maryland, 1752, and died of 
putrid fever. See Toner's " Medical Men of the Revolution," p. 129. 

* The row of graves along the fence, on the Market Street side of the 
burying-ground. 

1 The church register states : " He was a widower, about 40 years of 
age, born in County Carlow, Ireland, of the Presbyterian persuasion, 
and a faithful steward in the Hospital." 
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the eastern horizon, its blood-red arch flashing with stream- 
ers of white light. 

December 7. — In the forenoon Bro. Ettwein preached to 
the inmates of the Hospital, from Matthew xviii. 11, in the 
dormitory on the third floor. 

December 11. — Through Dr. [Thomas] Bond 1 we learned 
that all the Hospitals are to he moved to the west side of 
the Schuylkill. 

December 13. — More sick soldiers were brought here 
to-day. 

December 16. — More sick arrived from other hospitals ; 
those that were the most feeble we provided for, but the 
others were taken further. 

December 18. — We kept Fast and Prayer Day as ordered 
by Congress. 

December 20. — Five corpses were conveyed out of the 
Brethren's House to-day for burial. 

December 24. — Gen. Washington's baggage, which has 
been here exactly three months, near to our tile-kiln under 
guard, moved off to-day. Our Christmas Vigils were at- 
tended by the Surgeons, Doctors, and convalescent officers, 
about 40 in number. 

December 28. — At present there are 700 sick soldiers in 
the Single Brethren's House alone. 

1778. 

January 4. — Lucas Sherman, a soldier from Virginia, died 
to-day. Gen. Greene's wife, 2 and [Lewis] Morris, a Dele- 
gate from New York, passed through. Col. Joseph Wood, 3 

1 See Thatcher's " American Medical Biography," p. 177. 

2 Cornelia Lott and Martha Washington Greene, daughters of General 
and Mrs. Nathaniel Greene, were scholars in the Seminary for Young 
Ladies at Bethlehem in 1789. " Lady Greene," says an eye-witness, 
" several times came to visit her two daughters at Bethlehem school. 
The impression I received of her nobility of heart and stately dignity of 
person — her tall figure dressed in rich brocade and lace, with long, sweep- 
ing train — is not yet erased. She was a pattern-lady of the old school." 

8 The founder of Winchester, Frederick County, Virginia, and a 
colonel in the Virginia line. 
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from Winchester, Virginia, who for several weeks has lain 
sick here, left. 

January 5. — So many of our Single Brethren have been 
made sick by the stench from the Hospital, that they have 
been advised to keep away. 

January 6. — During the past three days, seventeen persons 
have died in the Hospital. Heard loud cannonading for 
some time to-day. 1 

January 7. — Gen. Gates and family arrived this evening 
from Albany, on their way to Yorktown. [They left on 9th.] 

January 24. — The famous Col. Kobatsch, a Prussian officer 
of Hussars in the late war, arrived from Easton, to see 
whether we could aid him to equip and mount a corps of 
Hussars, which he is recruiting for Congress. He found, 

1 The following brief, but pithy notes, all written on the same sheet, 
are preserved in the Archives at Bethlehem : 

"Sib. 

" The Bearer, Mr. Carr, is in possession of Part of a House near the 
Fulling Mill, the owner of which wants him put out. He has applied 
to me for leave to stay until he is sufficiently well to shift for himself, as 
he is to all Intents and purposes an invalid. I have told him it was not 
in my power to do anything in his favor. He then desired me to write 
to you for advice & assistance, for if he is turned out he has no chance 
of having his cure completed, 
"lam 
" with respect 

"your very humble seiVt 

"Sam'l Finxey. 
"Bethlehem, Jan. 6 1778 
" To Col. Ceoppee 

"In complyance with the request afe'd., these do certify, that Mr Carr 
is not to be moved until my orders. 
" Given under my hand at Bethlehem 6th Janu. 

"John Ceoppee 
"Lieut-Col. 

" Col. Cropper has none to command in Bethlehem but his soldiers. 
Therefore we cannot receive his orders. Mr. Carr does not belong to 
the Hospital ; we want the Place where he is, and he must move without 
delay. John Ettwein. 

[At the bottom of the sheet is also written] 

"N.B. Was directly fetched away by Mr. Finley into the Hospital." 
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however, that we were unable to assist him, as our saddler, 
glove-maker, and founder had no stock for their trades. 

January 30. — Baron von Steuben, and a French merchant 
from Boston, passed through en route for Congress. 

February 6. — Gen. [Thomas] Conway passed through to 
Albany. 

February 18. — During the past few days a number of 
French officers passed through en route for Canada. 

February 22. — Capt. "Webb went to Philadelphia on a pass. 

March 18. — From Hew England there arrived a company 
of soldiers, composed of whites, blacks and a few Stock- 
bridge Indians, who were lodged over night. 

March 22. — Bro. Ettwein heard from D r Shippen, that it 
was quite possible that the Hospitals would be transferred 
to Lititz, 1 upon which we decided to write to Gen. "Washing- 
ton, giving him a clear account of the nature of our settle- 
ments. 

March 26. — Bro. Hasse set out on his journey for the 
camp of Gen. "Washington with Bro. Ettwein's letter, in 
which he beg'd that the General Hospital be not established 
at Lititz as designed by D r Shippen, and that we be relieved 
of some of our burdens. 

1 Bishop Matthew Hehl, on behalf of the congregation at Lititz, pe- 
titioned Dr. Shippen not to locate the hospital in that town, to which 
the following reply was received : 

"Sir. 

" I am so much affected at the very thoughts of distressing a Society I 
have so great an esteem for, that you may depend upon it I will not put 
in execution the proposal of removing the inhabitants of Lititz unless 
cruel necessity urges, which at present I don't imagine will be the case. 
If we should fix the General Hospital & take more room in your village 
it shall be done in a manner the least distressing & disagreeable to your 
flock that is possible, of which I will consult you. 
"I am Sir 

" Your & the congregations 

" Affectionate & very humble servant 

" W Shippen. 
" Manheim 
"9 April, 1778." 
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March 30. — Bro. Hasse returned from headquarters with 

the following reply : 

Head Quarters 28 March 1778. 
Sir. 

I have received your letter of the 25th instant by Mr. 
Hasse, setting forth the injury that will be done to the In- 
habitants of Letiz by establishing a General Hospital there 
— it is needless to explain how essential an establishment of 
this kind is to the welfare of the Army, and you must be 
sensible that it cannot be made anywhere, without occa- 
sioning inconvenience to some set of people or other — at 
the same time it is ever my wish and aim that the public 
good be affected with as little sacrifice as possible of indi- 
vidual interests — and I would by no means sanction the im- 
posing any burthens on the people in whose favor you 
remonstrate, which the public service does not require. 
The arrangement and distribution of Hospitals depends en- 
tirely on Doctor Shippen, and I am persuaded that he will 
not exert the authority vested in him unnecessarily to your 
prejudice. It would be proper however to represent to him 
the circumstances of the inhabitants of Letiz; and you may 
if you choose it, communicate the contents of this Letter to 
him. 

I am Sir 

Tour most obed't Serv't 

Geo. "Washington 
The Reverend Mr Ettwein 
Bethlehem. 

April 8. — An order by Express from Dr. [Thomas] Bond 
was received, removing the Hospitals here to Reading. 

April 12 (Palm Sunday). — The services were attended by 
Gen. [Lachlan] Mcintosh, of Georgia. Many New England 
recruits on their way to camp nighted here. 

April 14. — To-day completed the removal of the Hospital. 1 

1 Bethlehem Feb. 25, 1778. 
Eobert Lettis Hooper Jr., D.Q.M.G. 

To Jeremiah Denke, Dr. 
To Kent for the house appointed & used for the Continental 

forage, from April 1 1777 to March 1, 1778, 11 months . £27.10. 

Vol. xiii. — 6 
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April 16. — Gen. Pulaski 1 and Col. Kobatsch attend the 
meeting this afternoon. 

April 24. — About 400 New York troops en route for 
Albany, passed through to-day. 

To Bent for 2 rooms & 1 kitchen over the Water Works, occu- 
pied by sundry departments, as, Guard for the military 
baggage & stores, the Commissary for Issues & his clerks 
and assistants, & now for the invalids on guard here from 
Oct 6 to Feby 21, 4 mo 15 days £15.15. 

" Rent for a house with 5 rooms occupied by several depart- 
ments of the Army & Guard appointed here & now by 
the invalids on guard from Sept 15 to Feby 15 — 5 months 12.10. 

" Rent for a large room and kitchen in the Fulling Mill for 
sick Doctors, officers & stewards from Sept 13 to Jany. 15, 
4 mo 6.00 

" Eent for the so-called Guard House near the Saw Mill oc- 
cupied for military stores and otherwise — a guard being 
there continually from May 1/77 to Feby 15/78— 9£ 
months 9.10. 

1 General Count Casimir Pulaski, while stationed at Bethlehem with a 
detachment of his troopers, always placed guards at the Sisters' House 
during the passage of troops through the town. In grateful acknowledg- 
ment for the protection thus afforded them, their superintendent, Sister 
Susan von Gersdorf, suggested the making of a banner, or more properly 
a guidon. The design of the work was intrusted to Sisters Rebecca 
Langly and Julia Bader ; and in its execution they were assisted by a 
number of their associates, more especially by Sisters Anna Beam, Anna 
Hussey, and Erdmuth Langly. The guidon was accepted by Pulaski, 
and borne in his corps through the campaign, and until he fell in the 
attack on Savannah, in the autumn of 1779. After a careful examination 
of all the diaries at Bethlehem, not the slightest reference to a presen- 
tation such as the lamented Longfellow narrates in his poem, " Hymn 
of the Moravian Nuns, at Bethlehem, Pa., at the consecration of Pu- 
laski's Banner," was found. The following letter on the subject is of 
interest : 

" Cambridge, January 13, 1857. 

" Dear Sir, — The ' Hymn of the Moravian Nuns' was written in 
1825, and was suggested to me by a paragraph in the North American 
Review, Vol. II. p. 390. 

" The standard of Count Pulaski, the noble Pole who fell in the attack 
on Savannah, during the American Revolution, was of crimson silk, 
embroidered by the Moravian Nuns of Bethlehem, Pa. 

" The banner is still preserved ; you will find a complete account of 
the matter in Lossing's ' Field Book of the Revolution.' 
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May 13. — Gen. Gates and wife, and Gen. Ethan Allen ' 
reached here, en route for Peekskill. 

May 17 (Sunday). — In the English morning service, there 
were present Samuel Adams, Delegate from Massachusetts, 
and Gen. Pulaski, with some members of his corps, in full 
dress uniform. 

June 1. — In the Single Brethren's House, late Hospital, 
the whitewashers and others commenced renovating. 

June 15. — John Hancock with others from Boston, on 
their way to Yorktown, nighted here. 

June 19. — Two Delegates to Congress from Connecticut, 
one of them [Titus] Hosmer, remained here. 

June 27. — The Single Brethren slept in their hall for the 
first time. [Since the hospital was removed from their 
building.] 

July 1. — Three Delegates to Congress ; also [Governor] 
Morris, of New York; Col. [John] Banister, of North 
Carolina; and Mr. [George] Plater 2 from Maryland visited 
here. 

July 2. — News was received that on last Sunday (28th 
ulto) a battle was fought at Monmouth. 

July 3. — Bro. Ettwein accompanied the three Delegates 
to Nazareth and Christian's Spring. 

July 5. — News reached us that "Wyoming had been 
attacked and destroyed by Tories and Indians. 

July 9. — Many fugitives from "Wyoming came hither. 

July 10-11. — Some of the wounded arrived from Wy- 

" The last line is figurative. I suppose the banner to have been 
wrapped about the body, as is frequently done. 

" Yours truly, 

." Henry W. Longfellow." 

The guidon is now in possession of the Maryland Historical Society. 
For a colored plate see " Penna. Archives," Second Series (frontispiece), 
Vol. XI. 

1 He had just been exchanged, and was on his return to Vermont. A 
niece of his, Anna, daughter of Levi and Ann Allen, a pupil in the 
Seminary at Bethlehem, died May 22, 1795, and is buried there. 

* Delegate to Congress, 1778-81, and for many years judge of the 
Maryland Court of Appeals. 
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oming, who reported that 400 of the New Englanders had 
heen killed in the fight. 

July 15-17. — Many fugitives from Shamokin and the "West 
Branch, passed through on the way to New York and 
Jerseys. 

July 31. — Heard heavy cannonading in the forenoon. 
Col. Kobatsch and the equipped members of his corps re- 
cruited in Easton, passed through en route to Baltimore. 

August 2. — Several hundred militiamen marched through 
on their way to punish the Indians over the Blue Mountains. 

August 11. — To-day Mrs. "Webb and family, who have 
been here fifteen months, left for New York, thankful for 
all our kindness. 1 

October 8. — Gen. Neuville, 2 a Trench officer, came to see 
the sights. 

October 27. — Gen. [William] Woodford passed through to 
Virginia. 

November 4. — A rumor reached us that a part of Gen. 
"Washington's army of 5000 men were to encamp three 
miles from here on Nancy's Bun. This rumor originated 
from a brigade of wagons unloading their stores at the 
Flax Seed House ; but this was only done to allow of repairs 
being made. 

November 25. — This afternoon the French Ambassador, 
Mons. Gerard, 3 Don Juan de Miralles, a Spaniard, and 

1 The wife of the Methodist preacher, Captain Thomas Webb, who had 
effected his exchange. See Penna. Mag., Vol. X. p. 233. 

3 Brevet Brigadier-General de la Neuville served under General Gates 
as inspector, but retired from the army after six months' service, and 
returned to France. 

5 "My dear Fkiend. 

" Monsr. Gerard the Minister Plenepotentiary of France will be, pro- 
vided he meets no obstruction on the Koad, at Bethlehem on Wednesday 
the 25th Inst, about midday, this worthy character merits regard from 
all the Citizens of these States, an acquaintance with him will afford 
you satisfaction and I am persuaded his Visit will work no evil or in- 
convenience to your community. Don Juan de Miralles a Spanish 
Gentleman highly recommended by the Governor of Havanna will ac- 
company Mr. Gerard. The whole suite may amount to six Gentlemen 

6 perhaps a servant to each. I give this previous intimation in order 
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Silas Deane, arrived from Philadelphia to see the sights 
here. 

November 26. — Bro. Ettwein took them to Christian's 
Spring and Nazareth, and in the evening they attended a 
concert we had arranged for them. 

November 28. — Our distinguished visitors returned to 
Philadelphia to-day. 

December 3. — Heard that Washington and his army were 
again at Morristown. 

December 5. — Had not Quarter Master Hooper exerted 
himself in our behalf, we would have had quartered on us 
the Burgoyne captives, who marched in seven columns. 

December 30. — Thanksgiving Day, pursuant to an Act of 
Congress. The inmates of the Single Brethren's House 
number 106. 

1779. 

January 2. — A troop of Pulaski's cavalry passed through 
on the way to Lebanon for winter quarters. 

January 5. — To-day arrived the Brunswick General Baron 
von Riedesel, 1 with his wife, three children, and suite from 
Boston, with a letter from Gen. Gates. 2 The field-preacher 

that preparations suitable to the occasion may be made by Mr Johnson 
[Jansen] at the Tavern, & otherwise as you think expedient. My good 
wishes attend you all. I beg Mr John Okely will forbear with me a few 
days longer, I consider him a merciful Creditor and when an opportunity 
presents I will pay him more in one Act than all my words are worth. 
Believe me Dear Sir to be with sincere respect and very great affection 
your friend and most humble servant 

"Henry Laurens. 
"Philadelphia 23 Novem. 1778 
" (The Rev Mr Ettwein, Bethlehem.)" 

1 For his description of Bethlehem and copy of letter to General 
Washington, see " Memoirs of Major-General Riedesel," Vol. II. pp. 
60-75 and 240. 

2 " Boston, Nov'r 1778. 
"Dear Sir. 

" This Letter will be delivered to you by Madame Reidesel, the Lady 
of Major General Reidesel to whom I entreat you will show every Mark 
of Civility and Respect in your Power. Wise Reasons have determined 
Congress to direct the March of the Army under the Convention of 
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John August Milius [the chaplain of Baron Biedesel's own 
regiment] is of the party. 

January 7. — After spending two days pleasantly in our 
midst the Eiedesel party set out for Virginia. 

January 11. — Gen. [William] Phillips, with some officers 
arrived. 

January 22. — Gen. Phillips and officers left for Virginia 
to-day. They were so much pleased with our attentions, 
that they distributed 5 guineas among the small girls. 

January 26. — Thirteen Brunswick officers 1 on parole 
with their attendants arrived and were given quarters at 
the request of Quarter Master Hooper. Among the num- 
ber were Major [Just C. von] Maibom ; Capt. [August F.] 
Dommes; Lieuts [August W.] Breva; [Andreas] Myer; 

Bach ; [Johann H.] von Godecke ; [Count B. A.] von 

Rantzau ; Judge Advocate [Johann B.] Stutzer, and Chap- 
lain Melzheimer. 

Saratoga to Charlotteville, in Virginia. General Reidesel, Ms Lady and 
little Family, accompany the Troopes of their Prince. It is a painful 
and fatiguing Journey at this Season of the year. I doubt not your 
Hospitable Disposition will render it as pleasant as possible, and that 
without my Recommendations, you naturally would indulge the Senti- 
ments which influence the Gentleman and the Citizen of the World. 
"lam 
"Dear Sir 

" Your affectionate 

" Humble Servant 

"Horatio Gates. 
" Rev. Me Ettwein 
"at Bethlehem Penna." 

1 These Brunswickers were a lively set of fellows, and much given to 
music. Having an excellent harper and flutist among them, they would 
occasionally serenade the town people, and Beckel's Hill (Market and 
Main Streets) was a favorite spot to which they would repair. A bur- 
lesque song and popular air with them was the " Merz Kater ;" a transla- 
tion of one verse is here given : 

" Is it not a rare delight 
When a tom-cat in the night 
On the roof-tree makes his bow 
Calling to his wife Mi-au !" 
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March 28 (Palm Sunday). — The Brunswick officers were 
present at service. 

April 4 (Easter). — At 10 o'clock Chaplain Melzheimer 
kept a service for his comrades in the Single Brethren's 
Chapel. 

April 11. — The Brunswickers communed in the Chapel 
after service. 

May 11. — Gen. Sullivan has his headquarters at Baston, 
preparatory to going on his expedition against the Indians. 

May 16. — The Brunswick officers left for Lancaster. 

June 5. — Gen. Sullivan, Cols. [Elias] Dayton 1 and Pierce 2 
visited our town. 

June 15. — Early this morning Lady Washington arrived 
from Easton in company with Gens. Sullivan, [Enoch] 
Poor, 8 [William] Maxwell, 4 and some 20 officers. After 
dinner Bro. Ettwein escorted Lady Washington through 
the large buildings, and in the evening with her suite she 
attended the service, Bro. Ettwein speaking in English. 

June 16. — Lady Washington set out for Virginia this 
morning. 

1 Colonel Third New Jersey Eegiment. 
a Query.— Captain Pierce, A.D.C. to General Sullivan? 
* General Poor died September 8, 1780 ; and three days thereafter, out of 
respect for his memory, the countersign was " Poor," as the following 
extracts from Adjutant Bloomfield's " Orderly Book, No. 2, 3rd Jersey 
Eegiment," in the Library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
attests : 

" Head Quarters Sept. 11, 1780. 

"Parole Portsmouth. 

"Countersign Poor. 

Dallas. 
"U. W Magnanimity." 

The following is also copied from the same " Orderly Book :" 

"September 12, 1780 
" Advertisement. 
"Part of the Effects of the late Brigadier Gen. Poor (among which are 
several Suits of Cloaths, a Genteel Small Sword, Sash Appaulette, and 
many other articles) will be Vendued at Lieut. Col. Dearbourn's Marquee 
To-morrow Morning Ten O'clock." 

*See "Letters and Journals Eelating to the War of the American 
Revolution," by Mrs. General Eiedesel, pp. 113-167. 
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June 25. — Mons. Gerard, the French Minister, visited us 
again. 

July 28. — Three gentlemen from Virginia, one a "Wash- 
ington and nephew of the General's, visited here and at 
Nazareth, en route for camp. 

September 25. — The British Gen. Phillips arrived, en route 
for New York. 

September 26. — Baron Riedesel, wife, children and suite 
came from Philadelphia. Gen. Phillips left to-day. The 
Baron with his family attended the evening service. 

October 10. — Baron Riedesel and family returned from 
Elizabethtown, whither they had gone with an officer, who 
is to find quarters for them here. 

October 11. — Gen. Phillips returned to-day. "We quar- 
tered the whole party in the Tavern. Quarter Master 
Hooper told us that it is Washington's orders, that they be 
quartered only at Bethlehem or Nazareth. 

November 22. — Gens. Riedesel and Phillips left for New 
York by permission of Congress. 

1780. 

February 16. — The Lehigh River has been frozen over 
seven weeks, but a thaw is at hand. 

June 28. — Some British prisoners on parole visited here. 

July 10. — Two teams from here and one from Nazareth 
were pressed into the army for two months service, and our 
teamster Frederick Beitel with them. 

October 2. — Joseph Reed, President of the Council, John 
Bayard, Speaker of the Assembly, and David Rittenhouse, 
State Treasurer, escorted by 20 Bucks County militia on 
horseback, came here on a visit from Philadelphia. 

October 3. — The President attended the services. 

October 5. — To-day the President spent some hours in the 
Choir Houses, and inspected the water-works and other 
objects of interest. 

October 6. — The President and party left for Reading 
to-day. 
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November 29. — Major Maibom and other Brunswick officers 
arrived from Reading on their way to New York. 

December 1. — To-day the Brunswick officers left for New 
York. 

December 31. — The population of Bethlehem is 574. 

1782. 

July 25. — After dinner we had the pleasure to welcome 
his Excellency Gen. "Washington, who is accompanied by 
two aids and no escort, with our trombones. The Sisters' 
House was first visited, and next the Single Brethren's 
House, in the chapel of which the party were refreshed 
with cake and wine, while Bro. Jacob Van Vleck played on 
the organ. The oil-mill, water works and other objects of 
interest were subsequently inspected. Bro. Ettwein waited 
on and escorted Gen. "Washington from place to place, and 
also kept the evening service, which was attended by the 
visitors. After the service the church-choir entertained 
their guests with sacred music, both vocal and instrumental. 

July 26. — Gen. Washington left for Easton early this 
morning, and before starting expressed himself as much 
pleased with the attentions shown him. 1 

1 During Washington's visit to Alexander Martin, Governor of North 
Carolina, in May of 1791, he visited the Moravian town of Salem, re- 
maining there overnight. Bishop J. D. Koehler, on behalf of the 
Church, presented him with an address of welcome, to which he returned 
the following answer : 
" Gentlemen : 

" I am greatly indebted to your respectful & affectionate expression 
of personal regard, & I am not less obliged by the patriotic sentiment 
contained in your address. 

" From a society whose governing principles are industry and the love 
of order much may be expected towards the improvement & prosperity 
of the country in which their settlements are formed, & experience 
authorizes the belief that much will be obtained. 

" Thanking you with grateful sincerity for your prayers in my behalf, 
I desire to assure you of my best wishes for your social & individual 
happiness. 

" G. Washington." 



